
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5712 June 16, 1997
the McCook County search and rescue
unit illustrate how the actions of a
community can bring some relief to
the victims of this natural disaster,
and I ask you to join me in thanking
them for their selfless efforts.∑
f

RECOGNITION OF THE ASSISTANCE
OF BOY SCOUT TROOPS 48, 112,
152, AND 159 OF SIOUX FALLS
AND TROOP 582 OF BRANDON
DURING THE FLOODS OF 1997

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I want
to take this opportunity today to rec-
ognize the important work of Boy
Scouts from Troops 48, 112, 152, 159, and
582 in ongoing flood recovery efforts in
the Dakotas.

Early this year, residents of Min-
nesota, North Dakota, and South Da-
kota experienced relentless snow-
storms and bitterly cold temperatures.
Snowdrifts as high as buildings, roads
with only one lane cleared, homes
without heat for days, hundreds of
thousands of dead livestock, and
schools closed for a week at a time
were commonplace. As if surviving the
severe winter cold was not challenge
enough, residents of the upper Midwest
could hardly imagine the extent of
damage Mother Nature had yet to in-
flict with a 500-year flood. Record lev-
els on the Big Sioux River and Lake
Kampeska forced over 5,000 residents of
Watertown, SD to evacuate their
homes and left over one-third of the
city without sewer and water for 3
weeks. The city of Bruce, SD was com-
pletely under water when record low
temperatures turned swollen streams
into sheets of ice.

The 50,000 residents of Grand Forks,
ND and 10,000 residents of East Grand
Forks, MN were forced to leave their
homes and businesses as the Red River
overwhelmed their cities in April. The
devastation was astounding; an entire
city underwater and a fire that gutted
a majority of Grand Forks’ downtown.
Residents of both cities recently were
allowed to return to what is left of
their homes, and the long and difficult
process of rebuilding shattered lives is
just beginning.

Heavy winter snows forced Big Stone
Lake, along the South Dakota and
Minnesota border, to 9 feet above flood
level. The rising waters drove 40 fami-
lies from their homes and caused vast
amounts of damage. Volunteers from
the surrounding communities quickly
came to the residents’ assistance, but
once the flood waters began to recede,
residents faced countless hours of clean
up on their own. That is when the 45
young men of Troops 48, 112, 152, 159,
and 582 rose to the challenge and trav-
eled to Big Stone City to help residents
clean up.

While those of us from the Midwest
will never forget the destruction
wrought by this year’s floods, I have
been heartened to witness firsthand
and hear accounts of South Dakotans
coming together within their commu-
nity to protect homes, farms, and en-

tire towns from rising flood waters.
The selfless actions of Boy Scout
Troops 48, 112, 152, 159, and 582 illus-
trate the resolve within South Dako-
tans to help our neighbors in times of
trouble.

Mr. President, there is much more to
be done to rebuild and repair impacted
communities. The Boy Scout troops of
Sioux Falls and Brandon illustrate how
the actions of a community can bring
some relief to the victims of this natu-
ral disaster, and I ask you to join me in
thanking them for their selfless ef-
forts.∑
f

RECOGNITION OF SOUTH DAKOTA
RURAL LETTER CARRIERS DUR-
ING THE FLOODS OF 1997

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I want
to take this opportunity today to rec-
ognize the important work of South
Dakota rural letter carriers in provid-
ing mail service to rural residents de-
spite record flooding and washed-out
roads.

Early this year, residents of Min-
nesota, North Dakota, and South Da-
kota experienced relentless snow-
storms and bitterly cold temperatures.
Snowdrifts as high as buildings, roads
with only one lane cleared, homes
without heat for days, hundreds of
thousands of dead livestock, and
schools closed for a week at a time
were commonplace. As if surviving the
severe winter cold was not challenge
enough, residents of the upper Midwest
could hardly imagine the extent of
damage Mother Nature had yet to in-
flict with a 500-year flood. Record lev-
els on the Big Sioux River and Lake
Kampeska forced over 5,000 residents of
Watertown, SD to evacuate their
homes and left over one-third of the
city without sewer and water for 3
weeks. The city of Bruce, SD was com-
pletely under water when record low
temperatures turned swollen streams
into sheets of ice.

The average rural mail route is 95
miles long in South Dakota, compared
to 35 miles in the rest of the country.
This spring’s flooding added to that
distance as a number of Federal, State,
and county roads were submerged
under running water. I have received
numerous reports of Postal Service em-
ployees taking extraordinary steps to
provide service to their fellow South
Dakotans during this disaster. Often,
this service has been provided at their
own expense.

While those of us from the Midwest
will never forget the destruction
wrought by this year’s floods, I have
been heartened to witness first-hand
and hear accounts of South Dakotans
helping to restore the livelihood of
their community. The selfless actions
of individuals like the South Dakota
rural letter carriers illustrate the re-
solve within South Dakotans to help
our neighbors in times of trouble.

Mr. President, there is much more to
be done to rebuild and repair impacted
communities. The South Dakota rural

letter carriers illustrate how the ac-
tions of a community can bring some
relief to the victims of this natural dis-
aster, and I ask you to join me in
thanking them for their selfless ef-
forts.∑
f

EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL
APPROPRIATIONS ACT

∑ Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. President, last
week the Senate adopted the emer-
gency supplemental bill by a vote of 78
to 21. As one of the Members who voted
against it, I wanted to take this oppor-
tunity to explain my vote.

I reluctantly voted for the last disas-
ter relief bill—even though I believed it
contained too many nonemergency
spending times and that it exacerbated
an already inequitible transportation
funding situation for Michigan. The
reason I did so was the inclusion of the
continuing resolution language that
would have protected Americans from
another Government shutdown and the
loss of necessary Government services.

The legislation adopted on Thursday
did not contain this protection, and so
left the American taxpayer and the
Congress at the mercy of a President
who has consistently demanded ever-
higher levels of Government spending,
and who is willing to shutdown the
Federal Government to get it.

Moreover, the legislation contained
extraneous, nonemergency spending
items as well as more money than the
Congress was willing to spend just a
few short weeks ago. As a final insult,
this legislation fails to fully offset the
additional spending it provides, and
therefore will result in another in-
crease to the deficit.

Mr. President, I sympathize with the
plight of the people living in the flood-
ed States and I fully support providing
the disaster assistance they need to re-
build their communities and their
lives. However, for the Congress to
adopt legislation which adds to the def-
icit, includes nonemergency extra-
neous matters, and that does not pro-
tect the taxpayers against another
Government shutdown, was in my view
wholly irresponsible and not deserving
of my support. ∑
f

TRIBUTE TO THE TOWN OF
HOOKSETT ON ITS 175TH ANNI-
VERSARY

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I rise today to pay tribute
to the town of Hooksett, NH on their
175th anniversary. Hooksett is cele-
brating their 175th birthday during the
month of July, and the town’s citizens
will highlight these festivities with the
dedication of a new safety center and
numerous other activities. This New
Hampshire town has a significant her-
itage to celebrate on their 175th anni-
versary.

The history of Hooksett began in the
1700’s. The early settlers of this un-
tamed country were independent and
self-sufficient folk, characteristics that
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